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ALBERT EDMUND COCKRAM 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.45 pm]: I read with interest “The West Australian 100 Most 
Influential: The business leaders who shaped WA: 1829 to 2013”. I saw the humour in the headline “An apology 
to history and a plea for mercy” and the first line “Let the argument begin.” Being a very keen reader of our early 
history and having a great grandfather who was a very prominent man in Western Australia in the early part of 
the century in racing, mining and agriculture, I take great interest in people who shape our state. I very much 
enjoyed reading this publication and everyone mentioned in it certainly has earned their place in Western 
Australian history. However, I was very surprised that my great grandfather Albert Edmund Cockram did not 
rate a mention. I wonder what we have to do in this state to be recognised. I am a great believer in putting history 
back where it belongs and in this short time I will try to do that. The Western Mail documented his life story after 
his death in 1943 and on 27 December 1945 the story ran under the heading “Memoirs of a Racing Man”. It 
reads — 

Prominent in business and racing circles. Mr Cockram was one of the biggest importers to the 
commonwealth of thoroughbred stock, especially horses. He was responsible for the establishment of 
Belmont Park and Goodwood race courses and had much to do with the inception of trotting in this 
State.  
His two sons (Vivian and Claude) were in their younger days prominent amateur riders and now own 
two of the most improved farms in the Great Southern district.  

They are Fairfield in Katanning and Clear Hills in Gnowangerup. Albert owned Belmont racecourse and 
Goodwood, and being the biggest importer of thoroughbred stock to the commonwealth meant being the biggest 
importer into Western Australia—not just Western Australia, but Australia. Those two things alone should have 
put him in the business 100. Perhaps livestock and thoroughbred horses and racehorses being imported from 
New Zealand, England, Ireland and France is thought of as leisure and not a £1 million industry as it was. In one 
year alone he shipped 150 horses into WA. Albert was born in Western Australia in Gingin in 1870 and was 
educated at Hale School. The Daily News on Monday, 10 December 1934, at page 7, under the headline “As 
They Were—and Are” states — 

Mr A Cockram followed pastoral and stock-breeding pursuits in early life. He has now come to be 
recognised as an expert and authority on the pastoral industry stock breeding and racing, while he is 
also noted for his keen business sense.  

... 

His importations have done much to improve the breeds of crossbred sheep and blood horses. Mr 
Cockram has few equals in Australia as a judge of horses. ... is known to the agriculture societies in all 
capital cities. 

In racing circles he has achieved much success among the most important being victories in the Perth 
Cup, the Sydney Cup, and the Epsom and Metropolitan Handicaps.  

Mr Cockram has also found time to indulge in mining both for gold and coal. 

As I have said before — 

The newspaper of the day used to say, “Our own Albert E. Cockram has imported, during his long 
association with the stud stock business, more thoroughbred racehorses than any other man, syndicate 
or stud company in Australia.” The amount of stake money won by horses imported by “A.E.C.” would 
go a long way towards erasing the estimated deficit of “Micawber” Mitchell’s government for the 
current year. 

“‘Racy’ Stories of the Past” states — 

... he is the only Australian who has ever acted as an adjudicator of horses and cattle at important Shows 
abroad.  

This is a man born and educated here. It also states — 

By the importation of high-class stock of all classes from all parts of the world Mr. Cockram has 
rendered exceptional service to the State. ... He was the first to introduce into this State the Lincoln and 
Dorset-horned sheep ... 

He also introduced a number of Clydesdales, Shires, and Suffolk and Hackney stallions and mares.  
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I have previously mentioned and named some of the numerous thoroughbred horses that he purchased overseas 
and sent all over Australia. He was the father of racing in Western Australia, yet that was not enough to put him 
in The West Australian’s top 100 most influential business leaders in WA. The winner of the Sydney Cup, Ian 
‘Or, was owned by Albert Cockram and James Nicholas. James Nicholas was a businessman and the owner of 
Cobb and Co. He raced his horses in Singapore and also brought them out from England to race in Australia. He 
was also one of the largest landowners and pastoralists in Western Australia. He designed and brought the first 
buses into Western Australia and was responsible for making many miles of roads. He was not mentioned in the 
list of the top 100 businessmen. I am sure his granddaughter, Gina Rinehart, would have been as disappointed as 
I was that our forebears were not recognised, given their lasting legacy.  

Albert Cockram was also the principal in the expedition led by Mr E.J. Stuart to explore the coast from Derby to 
Wyndham and take the first moving pictures of that area. This is also documented in “‘Racy’ stories of the past”. 
From this expedition, he took up 100 acres for a port and also about one million acres of the finest land in 
Australia, which was around the Wyndham area. That has been documented. Albert and Mr Stuart took to 
England a large number of exhibits from the north west and filled Australia House, where, for six months, their 
film attracted visitors daily from all parts of the world and succeeded in getting a wonderful amount of publicity 
for our state. The moving pictures filled the houses in Australia and were shown all over the world. Albert spent 
thousands of pounds advertising our state and declared, as quoted in “‘Racy’ stories of the past”, that — 

… there is enormous wealth lying idle in our great Nor’-West and millions of population within four to 
ten days sail waiting where an enormous trade could be done. 

I have found that book on the north west and I have it with me. It was published in 1923. Unfortunately, the first 
moving picture film has long since been lost. The original pictures are in the J.S. Battye Library of West 
Australian History and some are still with family.  

Albert was the owner of Wongong Estate, where he kept some of his horses and had a racetrack. He owned 
7 000 acres at Roelands and purchased Eden Park in Kelmscott, which he cut up into five and 10-acre lots. That 
has been documented. He put a large dairy on this land and imported the first milking shorthorns, on which 
machines were used for the first time. He purchased 3 000 acres at Roleystone, which was owned by his 
grandparents, the Buckinghams. He had many pastoral leases. One, from memory, was the Warburton Ranges. 
He is quoted as saying that the most valuable shipment of merino sheep ever imported into WA by one man was 
when he bought the greater part of the stud of Mr Melville Collins of South Australia. Albert purchased studs 
from many parts of Australia and brought them back to WA.  

I do not have time to go into his land transactions, but I do know that he was a very big commercial landholder. 
Albert brought the first Rolls-Royce into Western Australia. I thank Mr Roger Fry, president of the Western 
Australian branch of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia, for the research that he did for me. This was a 
silver ghost Rolls-Royce, which was delivered to A. Cockram of 2 Kings Park Road; that is documented. It came 
here in 1913 and his sons used it to race. Albert purchased property with  frontages to Barrack Street and Murray 
Street and sold them for a 300 per cent profit. That certainly sounds like another business transaction.  

Albert Cockram was the major shareholder of Griffin Coal in the south west, which is in my electorate. He 
started Griffin Coal with four other partners. Griffin Coal was his. He was chairman for some years. When he 
died in 1943, my grandfather, Claude Cockram, became the major shareholder of Griffin. That company has 
employed many families and was a huge business, but it was still not enough to get him into the top 100 
businesspeople for Western Australia.  

I have so much more history, but I have made my point. I have not done him justice because so much of what he 
achieved has been left out. Did he have a lasting legacy? Yes, he did. Why was he not recognised? Why was 
James Nicholas not recognised? They talk about the six hungry families in Western Australia; these two make it 
eight. These two people were known Australia-wide. History shows that Albert Edmund Cockram was a 
wonderful businessman and a great ambassador for our state on a world stage, yet it seems that he has been 
forgotten. A book of who’s who lists him as being president of the Stud Merino Breeders’ Association of WA; 
vice president of the Royal Agricultural Society; chairman of Griffin Coal; owner of Belmont Park Racing Ltd, 
Cockrams Co Ltd and Thornlie and Belmont stud farms; and life member of the Hunt Club, the Western 
Australian Trotting Association and the Western Australian Turf Club. His offices were in Withnell Chambers. I 
am writing a book on him so that his history will never be forgotten and never again will he not appear in the top 
100 people in Western Australia who helped make this state what it is today.  
 


	ALBERT EDMUND COCKRAM
	Statement


